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Abstract 
High and growing global popula>on, mul>plied by high consump>on by the affluent, cause 
many problems. These include many aspects of poverty and the suffering of poor children. 
Immigra>on pressures and tragedies. Conflicts over scarce resources. Diminished quality of life 
in crowded ci>es. Youth unemployment. Pollu>ons ranging from plas>cs to poisons. Rising 
atmospheric CO2 and climate change. Habitat loss and overexploita>on of wildlife on land and 
sea. And so, to develop ability to make good choices in the future and to reduce these 
problems, two educa>onal ac>vi>es are offered here. They have been tested and refined in 
New York City by nearly 2000 students hailing from over a dozen na>ons. Without fail, the 
students learned the causes and effects described here (Tables 1 and 2). 
 
Table 1. The Many Problems Challenge. Prior to this challenge students should gain concrete 
understanding of the various facts through readings, videos, or immediate experience. 

 
 



Table 2. The Human Popula+on Challenge. This ac>vity especially develops a sense of 
empowerment ("Can you guide your Na>on?"). 

 
 


