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Extended abstract 

 

Background: Early marriage can have serious damage on the wellbeing of girls, through poor 

reproductive health, limited education and employment opportunities, social isolation, domestic 

violence, etc. Based on the review of the literature, few studies investigated the relationship between 

parental verbal violence and adolescent girls’ attitudes towards early marriage.  

Objective: This paper aims to examine the relationship between parental verbal violence and attitudes 

towards early marriage among unmarried adolescent girls in Niger.  

Data and methods: Community based cross sectional study was conducted among 519 unmarried 

adolescent girls aged 10-19 as part of the baseline assessment of the project Child Marriage Prevention 

(PME) - an intervention utilizing a religious based approach to prevent child marriage in the region of 

Zinder, Niger.  

The dependent variable of interest in this analysis is attitudes towards early marriage. During the data 

collection, unmarried adolescent girls were asked the following question: In your opinion, at what age 

can a girl get married? Our dependent variable is coded 1 if the adolescent girl reports any age below 

18 (positive attitude towards early marriage) and 0 if she reports 18 years or over (Negative attitude 

towards early marriage).  

If P is the probability of an adolescent girl to have a positive attitude towards early marriage, this model 

is provided by the following mathematical formula: Logit (P) = Log (P/1-P) = B0 + B1X1 + B2X2 + 

B3X3 +...+ BkXk + E where Xj denotes each of the k independent variables; Bj denotes the net effect 

of Xj on the probability of an adolescent girl to have a positive attitude towards early marriage, E 

represents the prediction error. 

 

The key independent variable of interest to this analysis is parental verbal violence. During the data 

collection, each unmarried adolescent girl was asked the following question: Has your father/tutor ever 

threatened, blackmailed, manipulated, stigmatized, insulted or ignored you? (coded 0= No; 1=Yes). 

Potential predictors included in the analyses are age of respondent (10-14 years old; 15-19 years), 

her education level (Never attended school; no longer attends school; currently attends school) and her 

income generative activities status-IGA (Runs an IGA; Doesn’t run an IGA), education level of 

father/tutor, work status of father/tutor and age of father/tutor. 

Descriptive analysis and multivariate logistic regression models are performed to examine the 

association between parental verbal violence and attitudes towards early marriage, controlling for 

predictors variables. 

Results: Descriptive analyses showed that attitudes towards early marriage were significantly associated 

to parental verbal violence. In graph 1, it was found that 92,3% of unmarried girls who have experienced 

parental verbal violence had positive attitude towards early marriage (marriage before the age of 18) vs 

72,5% of those who have not experienced parental verbal violence. 

The results of multivariate logistic regression model by controlling for potential confounding 

variables, demonstrated that unmarried girls who have experienced parental verbal violence were 
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almost 5 times more likely to have positive attitude towards early marriage (aOR = 4.94; 95% Cl 2.25 

– 10.84; p = 0.000) than those who have not experienced parental verbal violence. 

Individual characteristics of unmarried girls, particularly education, age and income generative 

activities are significantly found to be predictors of their attitudes towards early marriage. Unmarried 

girls who currently attend school (aOR = 0.48; 95% Cl 0.29 - 0.82; p = 0.007), those aged 10-14 

(aOR = 0.31; 95% Cl 0.19 – 0.52; p = 0.000) and those who currently run an income generative 

activity (aOR = 0.55; 95% Cl 0.33 - 0.92; p = 0.023) are less likely to have positive attitude towards 

early marriage (Table 1). 

Graph 1: Relationship between parental verbal violence and attitudes towards early marriage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1: Odds ratio of having positive attitude towards early marriage 

 
 

Conclusions: The results indicated that positive attitude towards early marriage was associated with 

parental verbal violence. Programs to prevent early marriage should fight parental violence in all its 

forms, promote young girl education, support parents in income generative activities and develop the 

culture for correcting the wrong cultural and social beliefs. 
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